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BIVERS AND HARBORS

Eflorta of tho Trxas Nembern to Ge!
Apprap-iatieny - ariugae for Their
Siao—Ene Pbhae Cosnlnurs,

Tao aransse Pass, Galv:ston, Sabine Pass
and Blar Aird mubor Apperopriaioens
Esthe Bl Now Stands

Corrovpon tene: of the Gazette.

W sHINGTON, Auril 26 —The debate
Ol 1. river enc harhor bill sl conlin-
tinnes, sud the Texss delegstion are
meking o strong fizhy for approprisiions
for tne walerwsys of that stste. Mr.
Crain endeavored {o have the appropria-
tion of $100,000 fir Aransas Psas in-
ereased to #150,000, hat falled. He sob-
mitted the folowing jetter from ths en-
gioesr of tne harbor improvement at
Aranszs Pass, Mo, C. H. Bats, in sup-
port ol his prapasition to Incrasse the
smonnt af ths appropriation:

Agansss Pass, VEx , March 30, 18838 —
Stg:3 I wsve hborn for yesre in jccal
¢ogree of (5o harbor Improvement con-
duc e oy the Ualted States gnvernoment
& h'u pess aud sm at present luspecting
peent for e government while the work
g beirgearcicd on onder contract. Iam

perf ciy familier with all thinge pertain-
Ing tu the pavs and itd improvement. I
hive madie ths winds and tides snd cor-
reci=, with taeir efacts, s study, and

hsv: carefally voted the reeolt of all
wois dons, Tashort, ein, I hasve
Tighs o the ground here as sgens for the
g v riment, givicg my whole time an at-
n g tais worek, and have gsised so
it uf the coufidencs of all peracns 1o

*¢ql io this work that they have eo-
11 89 ma 10 addreéss you, calling yoar

fonr wo the smalloess of amonnt of
m oy recommended by the comimittee
o r vers aud harbora for the improve-
m ovof this psse, asking you tocail to
you+ sid our respeeted Senstors and
yonr eollesgues who aré interested, or
W represept a copsiitucecy who are
fouv resied in this work, snd exert all
your powers Lo have the amount izcreased
ev ry dollar possinle,

Oar people havs come to realiza that
deup water on Aransss bar i3 s meatter of
vilal imnortsncz to them, a8 the develop-
meat of ths comntrs depends entiraly
upou it. They see brizgint prospects ahead
in the tide of immisration tending toward
1ins part of Texas, aud in the msny capi-
talists feeking advantageons mmvesiments.

Toe Uaited Siates government should
give to the gtate of Texss at least one
deep water port in the interest of her
great commerce. It should give to the
navigators of the world one deep water
port on the coast of Texss as a harbor,of
refuge. ‘There ig not a port on the coast
of this great state in which a deep sea
vessel can week gafely in distress. With
these consideralions in view, I soggest
that onr representatives make a study of
the results slresdy obtained with the
ioney expended bere. The reporis of
the United Btates engineers show that
the resulte promised were very nearly
obtained under mns: unfavorable clream-
stances, and will satisfy any observiog
person that had the amounts they recom-
mended as asked for been appropriated,
those results wonld hava been realiz2d.
This bar was deepened, by government
work, from 6 feet la 1879 o 10§ feet—
both at mean low tide—Iin 1854, sod that
dep:th was masin*aioed until appropria-
tizns ceased snd work suspended.

Tne present officer in charge has re-
pewed operations wilh the appropriation
of 1886, which will soen be e¢xpended in
repairieg damsge during delay, and all
Interested citlsens of Southwest Texas
pray to the honorable members of Con-
giess to eppropriate snd place in his
asode sufficient fosds to enable him to
carry LIS projocts to a epzedy and suc-
censlul fesue,

Tae $100,000 recommended by the
commities sheould be increased to
£200,000, but even $150,000 would enable
the epgioeers to mske suchs shewing
that their estimates and reports would
demand more attention than ever before.

You will observe, gir, that I 4o not ad-
dress voun by virture of my position, bat
a8 acitiz:n, by requoeat of my fellow-
citizons on account of my long acquaint-
ance with the work and thoroogh knowl-
eige ot the bar and pass. Yours,
most respectfally,

C. H. BurTs,

Rockport, Texas,

Hox. W. H. Craix, M. C,,

Washington, D. C.

The debate on the gquestion of appro-
pristiog #500,000 for Galveston harbor
was Interestiog snd spicy, being con-
ducted by Mr. Boutelle "of Maine, Mr.
Bayne of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Stewart
of Texas. Mr. Boontelle quoted from
gpeeches made hy Mr. Mills and Senator
Baagan in 1885 (then s Representstive),
is which boih of the Texas members
stated that the proposed improvement of
Glveston barbor was absolute waste of
time snd money, from whichk no zctasl
praciical bencilt would ensue.

Mr. Boutelle said: I cail the attention
of the House 1o the remarks made on that
gutject on the 20:h of Januery, 1885, by
the Hon, Mr. R :agan, then a Representa-
tive in this boliv. He was at that time
advocsting s diffsrant klad of expenditure
—=a differsnt plan for the improvement of
Gslveston harbor. He then represented
s portion of Texas in this braneh of Con-
gress, and sinc: he made that speech he
has buen sent to the Senate, perbaps on
sccount of the [rankness with which he
denounced such proposed expenditure of
the public money at that time.

He said with regard tothe expenditure
on these jetties for the improvement of
the channe! of Galveaton:

I will answer the gentleman, Mr, Chair-
man For eleven years this Congress bas
been most liberal in {ts appropristion for
the harbor of Galveston. It has required
expenditares there to be msde under the
direction ef the Engineer Corps of the
United States. It has expended in the
attempted prosecution of that work about
$1,500,000. The money hss been ex-
pended and substantially no progress has
been made.

In snother place he says in relation to
this expenditure ol money on Galveston
harbor:

It is true $1,500,000 have been expended
from first to last, and there s bat little
differegcs in the condition of the harbor
now and when the expenditure was com-
menced.

Bat, Mr. Chairman, I do not rest my
criticism of this project on what has been
ssid of it by the geatlemsn who has gone
to the other Honse. I desire to at-
tention to the views expressed on the
same subject by a gentiemsn who now
holds s very high representative position ]
on the Democratic side, the present chair-
man of the ways and means commitiee,
& gentleman who is now at the head of a
great scheme fuvolving the reorganiss-
tion of the entire commercial snd manu-

facturing system of the country, who eer-
1alnly onght to ba an authority on a ques-
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Hon. Roger Q@ Mills, on the 813t day of
January, 1885, stated es follows in regand
w 1zle progosed expenosture:

Such was Lhe result of the work of the
Uniied Sistes engipeers st Gaslveston.
Weare wid they are men of great loarn-
Ing, shat they have been educated at Wes!
Puoint by the gnvernment; thas they are
learn:d and ¢kilifal, sed ell thst. Their
success has beea Drecisely (e same ab
Gslveston thas it was at the mouth of the
Wississippi river, nnd precicely the same
at Brownsville that 15 was at Galvesion
snd =t the mouln of the Missigsippi
tiver, ~ud that je, their success is ex-
pressed by the wod “fsilure.”

1. 1874 they bezan the work of the Im-
provement of Galvesion harbor by the
senniocnrde sysiem. The engluecrasll
cxpressed eonfldence that this sysiem
was 8 soceces.  Taey mever fsitered in
Lheir devotion to i, and never waveredin
their oonfldence of procuring what they
uzdertock to get, that 15, elghteen feet of
water on tee bar. But in 1879 the gablon-
nade system was abandored, swepl away,
and It hxd goue “‘where the woodbine
twineth.” [Leunghter ]

Mr.Stewartof Iexss msde & sirong
speech in favor of the appropriation. He
sald: I have sccorded to the gentleman
from Maice gl the tim~ it 8 proper for
me to visld, and as & member of the cOm-
mittee I feel that 1% 1S necessary or io-
cambent upon me o say somethiog In re-
gard to this appropriation.

Mr. Coairman, before addressing my-
self to the question before the commities,
| desire to express my slocere regret that
anything liks gectioualism should have
becn bronght fotu a discusslon of hls
bili. I stated, on s former occasion dur-
ing this discuszlon, that In considering
places whera the public money was to be
appropristed for such improvements we
weare not governed oy state limils or state
lines; bat we conceived tha: the only
jurisdiction Congress had over the mss-
ter was becsuse ot the fact that these
poris velo get to the United States, and
we gave consideration to the improve-
ment of these diffarent places for which
we have appropristed money, not becsuse
they happened to be embraced within the
limits of & state, but because they were
harhors that belopged to this great pov-
ernment, and this government was ap
propriating money for ths improvement
of to-m.

1 stated also on a {ormer occasion that

before the committee attempted to desl
with these subjzcts we found it necessary
to be governed by some sort of rule,
What better rale, I ask, could we have
adopted then the reporwof the diffzrent
offizers ot the government ou these va-
ricus works and incharg: of them? We
adopted a8 a means of guiding us in the
appropristions we made these reports;
and, as I have stated, whilst it was nota
rule to which we adhered in all cases and
st all times, we did most generally adhere
to thst rule of giving fxom 40 to 50 per
cent, of the sppropriations demanded for
the improvemenv of these different
points,
Now, Mr. Chalrman, in regsrd to Gal-
veston. This s s great commerclal em-
porium of the greas state of Texas, Itis
the largest clty in our state; and if re-
sults commensnrate with the amount of
money expended there have not been ob-
tained, It is oot due altogether to the
obstacles to the improvament of the vavl.
gation at Galveston, nor should I ssy that
itis due to the ignorance or ineMciency
of the officers who had the work in charge.
Everyone who has famillariz:d himself
with jatty works must know that they are
somewhat tentative in their character;
and that the eugineers, from the experi-
ence galped in the prosecution of the
work, and from the result of the tides
upon the works themselves, have often
heen compellied to chaoge thelr plans, for
sometimes these plans have falled.

This, [ admit, is the misfortane at Gal-
veston., A large amounnt of money was
sppropriated, which  resulted in
o practical bencflt. Bot in 1882
the jetty works were commences
there, after a survey by a board
of competent engineers of the United
Siates army. Urcforiunstely they sdopted
the mattress system, and the mattresses
were destreoyed by the terede; and, per-
baps, there was subsidence of the mat-
tresses themselves because of the weight
placed upon them. Iz view of the ex-
perience of the past the plan has been
changed agalp, and Ivstead ol using
wooden mattresseg, snbject to the attacks
of the teredo, they usc stone and granite;
and the recommendation made by the
cfiicer in charge at Galveston for the
necessary works on this plan was $3,000,-
000. The chlel engineer saw proper to
cut that estimate down to $£1,000,000;
and we, adhering to the rule that was
adopted in other states, and to whieh I
have referred, gave 50 per cent ol the
amount recommended by the chief engl-
neer.

Mr. Chairmsn, there {8 no wore im-
portant work in this whole country than
the improvement of the harbor of Gal-
veston,

Without going into a detall:d etate-
ment of the work that has been dome
there, let me say to the committee that
there are two projects: One to extend
tnese sea-walls cuf to and scross the bar,
which, It 18 believed, and the engineer so
expresses the opinion, will glve eighteen
feet of water. By extending them farther
a depth of thirty feet of water can be ob-
tained. To accomplish the first will re-
quire $3,000,000, but by the secoxd plan
1t 18 estimated that $7,000,000 would be
reqmred.

Galveston is one of the chlef cotton
ports of the United Stales, It hasa very
Isrge and steadlly looreasing trade. The
engineer's report shows taat ihere is
commerce there emounting acnually 1o
some $73.000,000. There is & tonnage
there of 250 steam-vessels and more than
296 sail vessels that enter and depart from
that port annually. The tonnage amounts
10 448,801, And back of this port is the
great state of Texss with its immense re-
sources, with a population now of per-
haps two and one-hsif millions of peo-
ple, continually increasing in number, in
property, in produc:e, in wealth, and the
chlef seaport for that great state is this
city of Galveston. But not onlyis Texas,
great as 1s the empire of the state, bene-
fited, but I say that all the country lying
between the Mississippl river and the
Rocky mountains s directly interested in
the improvement of this barbor; for the
time is not far distant, if there be proper
legislation upon the part of congress,
when we will have the trade not only of
Mexico, bat all of the ststes of Central
and South America; and when that is
done it {s not within the power of the
bumsn mind to conceive of the amount
of commerce that will pass through the
outlet at Galveston. The west is directly
interested. The whole country is Inter-
ested in the project. e

1 remember well, sir—I belleve it was
in the Forty-eighth Congress—when &
wﬂﬁn from Galveston attempted
icken from the tion

| to*have pir :
blil the amount set spart for that in
be un- | ing

order that 1he improvement
der private t, when the orable

s o0kt kind iz 5is own state. Tae

genicr member of this House, Jedge Kel-

1= of Panceylvants, rosa in his place and
ol j.cted, sayleg that Galveston did mnot
buopg to Texas, but to tae whole coun-
try; that it was s port of thejjUnited
States, and not of Texas slone.

I sppesl to the members of this Homse
to let this appropriation remain undis-
turbed, 'This 1a coly haif what the chief
of eng'neers asks. By that amonut grest
guod wiil e done. 15 will deliver Gal-
vegton an - 1he atate ol Texi8 in a mess-
ure from the coutrol of the raiiroads in
thet stata, [Appianse ]

Mr. Booteile—I donas ‘think the gen-
tlemean feom Texas (M. . Stewart) conld
bave understood me when he thought
that [ wsa Iockox at this proposition
from any seciicual standpolnt. There was
nothing scctions! in my remarks. They
ware sotively practical. Wnen he ioter-
rupted me [ was sbout to resd the re-
mazks of the distinguished sealor Rapre-
gentatize from Texas (Mr. M:ills),'osnow
that in bis cpinion this wis & nseless ex-
peuditurs of meney. I will conliane my
resding from thas point. Mr, Mills says:

Bat in 1879 the gsbionnade system was
shandoned, swep: away, and it has gone
‘iwhere the woodbine twineth.! It haa
gave out Irto the wide sea, snd the $527,-
000 expended y the goverrment to make
a channel by the gshionoade system has
peen sapk in the depths of the ges. In
1279 the mastress 858 em wassdopled. A
jetty four and one-hall miles 1o length
was constructed st & cost of $975,000, fo-
cluding $100 000 contributed Dy the cliy of
Gaives:on, The tuinl amonnt expended up
the present is 81,678,000, That sipele jetty
was to pecform wonders, and it did per
form wendera. There is something sirange
ahont it to one wao doss not comprehend
fally the science of vnglneering. It deép-
ened the water., There I8 no doubt ebount
that, for the eogineers tell vs o in their
repor!, Bt it deepened 15 on iha Wrong
sida of the jatly.

It was the design of the cogineers that
the chaumel suon!d be ou tie north side
of the jutiy, ba: the water refused, and
cat thechsonel on the scuth side. The
englneers designed that the sounth side
srould ha shosled, but the water de-
tarmined to sheal the north sife, and they
cut & chaneel from foar to eight feet deep
on the south side. ‘I'be water was twelve
fe6t deep on the bar when the work be-
gan in 1874, Ia Septembsr, 1875, a heavy
storm c=me apd plowed cut a chansel
nine {nches deep Now they have toir-
teen feetl of was'er, aud thera is three
inches of that thirfecn f2et lovolved ina
contest between ‘*he engineers and the
clerk of the weather a3 to whe is entitled
10 claim It

Ia sddition to the gravd puccess;of get-
tioy s chanzel on the wrong side of the
jetty, they have turaed the current of the
gull slong the shore of the 1siand, which
is catting {t away and threstening the
permanent destraction of that psrt of the
igland and the snbme:glog of houges
slong with the jatty In the watera of the
gull. Such heve been the schievemerts
of our englneers. The people of Texss
have no coofldence 1 obtalolog deep
water under thelr plans, sand they look
for success only by the adoption of the
plans of Eads at toe month of the Mis-
sissipp!, and that is by raised jetties,con-
flolng the ountflow to the cnsannel and
making it do 1he dredgiung.

-he committer's recommendation of
8500,000 for Galveston Dnarbor was
agreed to. Tha nexi important appro-
priation for Texas wes $250,000 for Sa-
bine Pass and Blae Harhor, which was
objected to. On this Mr. Slewart gnid:

I regret very much, Mr. Chsirman,
the necessity waich forces me be-
fore the House egain, bot it seems
that Texas is 1o be attacked all along
the line. [Laughter.] Heretofore 1
have een defesding appropriations made
for ports not in my own wistrict, but im
the district represented by my colleague
(Mr. Uralp) ; but now I rise to detend an
appropriation toat is made for the only
port on the Mexicas Gulf that is within
my district, aud naturaliy I have some
feeling about it. The gentleman from
Miszouri (Mr. S:ope) says that sil the
money thut has been expended at Babine
Pass nas been wasted, and he refers to
the repors of the engineer, not knowlog
ar not remembering that thet report wae
made forthe fizcsl year, walch clesed on
the 18t of July lsst. Since toen rearly
$200,000 b s been expended there,sndfthe
damsge tha: was cone to tae west wall of
the jetty has been repaired.

Now,\l you draw a iive on the mspirom
Ssbine Passto Brazos Santisgo, at the
mouth of the R'o Graude, yon have s dis-
tapnce of nearly 400 miles, and if the me-
anderings of the cosst are counted the
distance will be very nesrly doubled.
Along that entire line of cosast there is
not a harbor, with the exception of one,
that will admit & vassel drawicg fifteon
feet of water. Back of that coast is the
great state of Texas,about which I talked
= walle ago, and I wili not now repeat
whst I then sald. The plans adopted for
the improvement of the hsrbor et S=bine
Paes ere two jetty walls, Oae of those
walls has been completed up to high
tide for 18,312 feet from the shore, and
the west jeity wall has been bmit 16,071
fzet in lengtn, and built up to high tide
7,270 feet.,

The government hag airady expended
npon these works over $500,000. Will
the gentlemsn from Missourl now say
that the government should stop and let

that wise policy? 1 make the assertion
now without the fear of contradiction
from any one, that no jetty works which
have been built in this country, with the
exception, perhaps, of the works at the
mouth of the Mississipoi river, have ac-
complished ench great resunlts as have
been sccomplished at Sybins Pass. When
these works were commenced In 1832
there was scarcely gix and one-half feet
of water on the bar; to-day there is,
sccording to measurements in the month
of Februsry last, over eleven feet of
water at low tide. This is the result of
that work. You domnot flod it in the re-
port of the engiueer, but it is the meas-
urement made in Febroary last; and this
result has been accomplished theugh
not more than 30 cer cent. of the scour-
ing power of the jatties has been brought
into operation hecause of the incomplete
condition of thas fetty walls. Give us
the amount of money we aek for, $250,~
800, snd Iventure the assertion that
when this amount I8 expended we shall
have more than fifteen feet of water at
low tlde.

[Here the hammer fell. |

Mr. Lanham obtained the fi yor and sald:
I yleld to my, colleague (Mr. Stewart of
Texas.)

Mr. Blanchard—I hope we shall have &
vote.

Mr. Stewsrt of Texas—I will sot de-
tain members more than & few momeats
longer.

This Is the only port for Hastern Texs
and that country Iying esst of the Trinity
river, which comprises an ares larger
than many states of this Union. It is s

try. There are sa
an output of
lumber and 80,000,000 feet of shingles.

The rzport on forestry shows that u:lhu-

what it has aiready exvended he lost? Is|E

t lamber region—a pine coun-

tary to this pdhtthm over 50,000,006
000 Icet of pine lumbher. To-day the by
wio nndertake to briog that lum to

market are completely in the hana# of} a'

one railroad company. Giveus the th
of water that we reqaire upon that Bar,
and we will ship Inmber to New York &8

sli the eastern por:s, without coming
competition with any other Iocality,
becanse our !nmber 8 different from
theirs; 1t Is the long-lesf, yellow, hard
pice. Tte improvement now golog omn
effsrds the only possibie contlet

inmber o f Evstern Texas, and

caitural pr.ducts of tnat great fRgion.
There ia not a port between 4R mcuth

of the Mississinpi river and Vit Crps®

that affords sucn a narbor of 2 S

does Sabine Pags; this is known to ail the
mariners W40 traverse the Mox.can
Gulf.

Toe gentleman from Missouri says
theére are two amsll rivars toere. I heg
the gentleman’s pardon; theére arsiwo
Iarge rivers—the Neches and the Sabine
—whlcn enter in 0 Sabiue Lake. These
waters flod thelr outiet to tde Guit of
Mexlco through what 13 called Sshine
Pass, 8 cutof sbrut four asd one-haif
miles in leng b, laside thatcut there is
now o depth of from twenty-eignt to forty
feet of water. There 18 no cbstruclion
except the bar, wnich 18 being raplaly re-
moysd by these jstties. When completed,
thls improvemeau: will give to tae conn-
try one of the very baas portson the Mox-
ican Golf, Taese belog the facts, as they
undenlably are—snydody acqusinted with
that couniry will verity my assertions—
would the gentleman from Missouri have
the government stop now, sfter having
cxpended more then hall & milllon doi-
lars, and et the work whicn has heen
done deteriorate and go to decxy? With
these facis befors the House, I do not
thiok i% necessary to occupy furth=r time.

This ftem of 830,000 for Sabine Pass
was flualiy agreed to. Ino the item of
8100,000 for improving ship chaunels (n
Galveston bsy, from Morgan's Cuai to
Bolivar channel:

Mr Stewar: ol Texas—Mr. Chairmsa,
perhaps it wlll be unecessary for me to
give en explanation of this wortk. 1i was
urgizally commescsd by private enter-
prise, ander a charter gianted to the
compsny by e s ate of Texas, Afier
that compauny iad sccumalated congider-
able work and expended quite s large
sum of money upon it; it made a propo-
sition to the covernment of the Ualled

tales, which I will read. Itisin the
followlngiwords;

Rssolved, that when the government of
the United States stail have completed a
ship channel—

And here In pareninesis I msy say It is
not & Yeanal,’ nut 8 *‘chesnel’—
for vepsels of 13 feet dranght from Bollvar
Chaonel to the chaonel comstructed by
tbis company, t will turn over and sur-
render to the Unlted 8 .ales government
the said work at cost, or at the valuation
that may be placed upon it by & commis-
sion of Uniied S:ates eogincers desig-
nated by the government of the Uaited
States to determice tha value of whe same.

Under toia proposition Congress passed
the followiug act:

Ia conslderation cf the proposiiions of
the Buffslo Bayou Ship Caannel Compary
to tarn over thelr work at M rgaa’s
Point, and to eurreunder their charter
granted by the Legislature of Texas,
which preopositicn s now con file In the
War Department and 18 hereby accepted—
I cal etiention to the lengusge
of the w=wmct, “wilch Is hereby
sccepted” — the government hereby
adopts the line eurveyed from the cut
tn R:zd Fish Bar to the cut in BMorgau's
Point, and the som of $£80,000 is hereby
sppropriated for the lmprovement of that
line: Provided, That no psartof s=aid
sam shsll be expended uatil satd Bul!:.la‘
Bayou Szip Cnannel Company shsli flle
witn the Sccretaryof Wer, 1o manner sod
form to be by him approva’, the accapt-
ance of these provisions of this 2ct,

Ta« snip chanuelcompsny fdled a ra-
lease lo the War Depariment which was
sccepied by the government as afull com-
pliance with the sct, and which is now on
flle.

Now I contend, Mr. Chalrman, that
good faith upon the part of this govern-
ment, having accepted all the proposi-
tions made by the ahip channel company,
havicg required them to flle & release,
with whicn provision they have complied,
and having appropristed a part of the
money for the construction ol the work,
good (aith on the part of the governmen:
requires that they snould go cnm and com-
plete the work. As a matter of course,
invested with scvereignty as it 18, the
governmsnt may repudiate it8 contracts,
but I do not belleve auy member of this
House, knowiog the contrset bas been
made by this governmeaut, will vote to 1.-
pudiste the same.

In sddition to the question of good
faith upon the part of the goverament in-
volved in this msatter, I say there iz slso &
great and commercial necessity for the
completion of that work, as much 5o as
for apy work almost in progress. The
city of Houston is situated upon Baffalo
bayou, which bayou empties into the San
Jacinto river, and the San Jacinio river
empiies into Galveston bay. At Galves-
ton bay we have at this point an average
depth of bat nine feet of water, What
we wanu is this channel of twelve fest in
depth and 100 feet In width, which the
overnment undertock and {8 under a
moral oblizgation Lo complete to give us
an outlet to the sea. The imporiance of
the work will be manifest from an exami-
nation of the commerce there, and Its
speedy completion I8 imperative.

Mr, i hairman, Houston 18 & great rail-
rosd center. There are a number of rall-
roads centering there which transportto
that point for shipment vast amounts of
the producta of the country.

We have the Southern Pacific Rsilway
with & milesge of 2596 miles: the Texas
and New Orleans division, 608 miles; the
Houston snd Texss Central Railway, 747
miles; the International and Great North-
ern Raliway, 582 miles; the Guif, Colo-
rado and Ssnta Fe Railway, a mileage of
869 miles; the Galveston, Houston and
Henderson Railway, 50 miles; the Hous-
ton and Columbis Railwsy, 50 miles.
There is also the Texas Western Rallway,
the Texas Transportation Compspy on
Buffslo bayou, snd the Houston, BMast and
West-Texas Rallway Company; snd with-
out going further it 1s only necessary to
ssy that eleven roads center at this one
point, with s total milesge of 5535 miles,
aad this chanmel is the only outlet for
this great rallroad center to the gulf.
Two other roads are now In process of
construction and partly bullt, botk head-
ing for the city of Houston.

The trafc upon the bayou is large. I
will not consume time by giving all toe
statistics which I hold in my hand, but I
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A Great Newspaper Combination!
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newspaper In Texars, wherahy we oan offer the TEXAS Faum uwy
the WEEKLY GAZ®RTTE 4t a surprisingly low rate.
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= % ED MULLER,
PROPRIETOR
Late af tha irarMn Hotal. Galeeege, Ter

traflic I8 comwplitsly at the mercy of the
rallroads, The orly thing to regulate the
freighs there, In orJer th enabl: our peo-
ple to get thelr cotton to the ses, I8 the
completion of this channel. Bat for a
long time after the commencement of the
chsnnel work was guspended for want of
sppropristions, and neces8arily there was
a deterioration in the work conséquent
upon this lspse of time.

These things being so—and T conld ad-
vert to other statistics, but I am re-
minded that I am conpuming time,thon
I must be psrdoned Iin this case, o
{a my own town, my own cllis
things being so, and this being ¢
outlet to the ses, we want it compiete
We want it completed, Mr. Chairman;

000 & year, itis & sum worthily expénde
becanse of the vast commerce L i
g0 thromgn It But I do mot
belleve 1t will coat such & sum, T
engineer the genitleman quotes
only recentiy been appolnted to
there, and he has mesde n supple
reportin which he eays *hat (he eyl
pot be within $1C0,000 of the smeunt bhe
first estimated, while the enss af maln-
tenance w'll mot exces? 270,000 I do
pot beHeve it will take 8:0 000 I believa

25,000 wiil do It snd msiutsin the chan-
vel properly; snd when it is done It is of
vast benefit to us, to our state, and sl the
people of Tcxas; and not only will It be

entire nation.
[ Mere the hammer fell. ] ¥
il

WORK REAUMED.

All Fiint Glads Houses 1n the Pt
wrios Wired Up,
PITTsRURG, Pa.; May 1.—All flint g
houses fa this disirict were fired up.
day acd by Wednesday every factory ‘Wil
be in fall operation. S:cretary Dillon of
the Unlon Glass Workers Unlon returned
from New York this afternoon where fhe
settled the sirike between tae mannfac-
tarers and their employes. The strike,
he saye, has cost in wages at least $200,-
000, but it wss money well spant. The
resumotion of the factories wiil give em-
ployment to 1800 men io this district wao
have been Idle for over flve montha.

Cincinnail Bonday Law Onscs.

Crvcixsati, Omio, May 1.—When the
cases of the saloon keepers charged with
violating the Sunday closing law were
cslled this morning In the Police court
Judge Wilson, who represents some -of

enter a ples in abatement on the ground
that the law was not operative, not hav-
ing been legally enscted. Im order to
sllow time to present proof of the asser-
tion the cages were ntinued until Fri-
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